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„Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day 

long.‟  

Psalm 119:97 

 

Several weeks ago my family and I were over at my 

parent‘s watching the Olympics. As we were 

enduring the myriad of commercials that kept 

interrupting our viewing pleasure, there was one that 

really disturbed me. It was a car commercial with its 

sales theme centered upon the ‗family‘. My initial 

reaction was positive as the scenes of family struck a 

chord in my heart. As the advertisement advanced 

however, it showed images of multiple families in 

multiple settings from a myriad of cultures, including 

a homosexual couple with two children. The 

commercial then concluded with the sales line for this 

particular company stating, ―While what it means to 

be a family hasn‘t changed, what a family looks like 

has.‖ What had started out so warm and fuzzy left me 

feeling deeply frustrated and here‘s why. This 

statement made on the national stage calls into 

question a truth that we hold to be unapologetically 

absolute; that God established the family as being 

formed when one man and one woman commit 

themselves before Him to live life together forever.  

 

Sadly in our society today this company is not alone 

in its beliefs. The prevailing postmodern mindset of 

our nation is more and more resistant to objective 

truth while being more and more supportive of 

subjective preference. There is no longer such a thing 

as ‗traditional‘ with regard to family because such a 

term is exclusive and our society demands we be all 

inclusive. ‗Right‘ and ‗wrong‘ are two other terms 

that have become more and more difficult to define 

because, as with the family, our personal preferences 

do not always align.  

 

Church, in light of these realities we are faced with 

the challenges of first knowing, and then applying, 

the objective truth of God in an increasingly 

subjective society. We must have answers when 

posed the questions of how can we know that society 

isn‘t right and that our ‗traditional‘ views are simply 

antiquated? And how can we know that the 

‗traditional family‘ is no longer the definition of 

‗family‘ because what a family looks like now has 

changed?  

 

Clearly, as God‘s people we must look to God‘s 

Word for answers but even as we do the questions 

follow us. How can we know that we aren‘t claiming 

truth from time past as authoritative for all time? How 

can we determine absolute truth?  

 

I believe that God gives us the answer in Psalm 119. 

In verse 97 David tells us that he meditates upon 

God‘s law all the time. He doesn‘t just read it once 

and then move on; he reads and then rereads. He 

never leaves God‘s Word; it consumes Him. The 

more He reads God‘s Word the more clearly He 

understands it. It enables him to keep his way pure 

(vs. 9), it preserves his life (vs. 25) and it brings him 

hope (vs. 49). The more David read God‘s Word the 

better he was  able to understand God‘s heart. David 

didn‘t look to the culture of his day to instruct him on 

how to understand God‘s Words and neither should 

we!  

 

Theologian Stephen Dempster writes, ―it is 

imperative that [the church] today pay attention to the 

act of reading and rereading [the bible‘s] texts so that 

‗by steeping themselves in its tone or temper and so 

learning its ‗overall message‘ they come to 

understand the Text.‖  

 



2 The VOICE of Immanuel March 2014 

 

I believe King David‘s words in vs. 97 align with 

what Dempster is saying and that is 

we must read and reread, we must 

meditate on, God‘s laws day and 

night so that He may ‗open [our] 

eyes so that [we] may see wonderful 

things in your law.‖ (vs. 18) Only 

then will we be able to discern the absolute truth and 

be empowered to apply it in the midst of our sinful 

society!  
Rejoice! 

                                             Pastor Andrew 

                                   

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping and 

embracing all nations.   

 
 

WEDNESDAY DINNER MENU 
 

Join us for dinner every Wednesday at 

5:30 p.m. This is followed by activities for 

all ages, from nursery to adults. We will 

have a time of praise and prayer at 6:15, followed by a 

class study at 6:30 p.m. 

 

March   5 – Chicken, rice, broccoli 

March 12 – Beef Stroganoff, noodles, green beans 

March 19 – Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, peas 

March 26 – Pork tenderloin, au gratin potatoes, vegetable 
 

Children‟s menu item: Chicken nuggets and  

Mac & Cheese 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MONTHLY 

SOCIALS 
 

In an effort to promote Sunday School attendance and 

fellowship among all Sunday School classes, we have a 

social breakfast before Sunday School once a month at 

9:30 a.m.   The next social will be held on March 2, hosted 

by the Berean class. 

 

 

                               BYOC 
 

There will be no BYOC in March and we‘ll go back to 

Friday evenings in April. 

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Brad O‘Brien of Redeemer City Church informed us of 

their upcoming mission opportunities – one during spring 

break and one in the summer.  If you are interested in 

joining his groups for the March 8-14 focus, you need to 

contact Pastor Andrew immediately.   
 

The summer group will meet June 5-9.  They are praying 

for 300 volunteers for this short-term mission team up 

ahead of the Southern Baptist Convention.  If you can go 

for only one day, they invite a group for Saturday, June 7.  

Please let the pastor know if you are interested. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS FOR 

THE SANCTUARY 
 

FLOWER CHOICES:  
     Daffodils     $7.00 

     Tulips          $7.00 

     Lilies           $8.00 
 

The flowers will be placed in the sanctuary on Easter ―In 

honor of‖ or ―In memory of‖ a friend or loved one. Won‘t 

the sanctuary be beautiful on Easter Sunday decorated with 

tulips and daffodils? 
 

You cannot specify the color of flowers. All have four-five 

blooms. Payment should accompany your order. After 

Easter, you may take the plants you ordered home.  
 

Flowers will be purchased from Lin-I-Farms on Dagsboro 

Road. 

ORDER FORM 
 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Number of daffodils: _________    X $7.00 

Number of tulips: _________          X $7.00 

Number of lilies: _________           X $8.00 

 

Total number of plants ordered: _______ 

Total cost $_____________ 

 

Please circle your choice. 

 

In honor/memory of: ____________________________ 

 

In honor/memory of: ____________________________ 

 

In honor/memory of: ____________________________ 

 

In honor/memory of: ____________________________ 

 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING IS MARCH 17 
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ANNUAL WOMEN’S SPRING RETREAT  

FOR 2014 
 

Please mark your calendar for the Women‘s Spring Retreat 

to be held on Saturday, March 29, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m.  There will be good fellowship, music, food, and 

praising God.  All faiths are welcome. 

 
Last year the retreat drew almost 140 women to our 

church.  Praise God for that!  It is a huge, important 

undertaking for our church.  We need helpers in all areas – 

directing cars, registration, making food, setting up tables, 

greeting visitors, helping in the kitchen, table decorations 

and so much more!!  If any men and women can help us 

out with this event, please call Wanda Ferrier (410-430-

9263 or Jill Braungart (443-783-0578. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

March 2-9 has been designated as a Week of Prayer for 

North American Missions.  The theme this year is ―Firmly 

Planted…Rooted in the Gospel.‖  The national goal is $70 

million dollars.  Immanuel‘s goal is $5,000.   

 

Pray for more young people to answer God‘s call to serve 

in short-term missions experiences.  Pray for churches and 

individuals to answer God‘s call to partner with 

missionaries and church planters to start new churches in 

North America and for obedience and confidence to do 

what God is asking you to do for the cause of missions.               

 

 

 

JOY CLUB 

 
The next meeting of the JOY Club, for those at least 50 

years young, will be held on Friday, March 21, at 11:30 

a.;m.  We will have a lunch of subs, chips and cookies.  

Please join us for fun and spiritual fellowship. 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

                           March        
   2   Jessica Moon 

     George Webster 

 3   Tabitha Morgan 

      Zachary Wootten 

 5   Sergio Rodriguez 

      Dottie Warfield 

 7   Martha Morgan 

 8   Sarah Burton 

 12   Bruce Hall 

 13   Sam Workman, Sr. 

 16   Chuck Buchanan 

 19   Leigh Ann  Blades 

 23   Donald Bennett 

        Robert Blankenship 

        Courtney Burton 

 25   Olivia Smith 

 26   Quint Talbott 

 27   Betty Hall 

        Dolly Workman 

 29   Jim Hitch 

     

                                April 
2   Lorenzo Wiggins 

           Ben Carter 

             

 

 

GREETERS NEEDED 
 

Will you please consider joining our 

Greeter Ministry and help welcome 

people as they enter the doors in the 

sanctuary and education buildings.  

We need more individuals, couples, 

or families.  Contact Don Bennett at 410-742-6250 if you 

are interested. 

 

 

 

SEEN IN A CHURCH BULLETIN 
 

The third verse of “Blessed Assurance” will be sung 

without musical accomplishment. 
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The VOICE of Immanuel 
Published for the members and friends of  

Immanuel Baptist Church 
1514 Old Ocean City Road 

Salisbury, Maryland 21804 

Phone:  410-742-7768;  fax:  410-742-3847 

email:  office@Immanuelsby.org   website: www.Immanuelsby.org 

BaptistLIFE available at www.baptistlifeonline.org 

 

Church Staff 
  Andrew Morgan Pastor  

  Buck & Sarah Burton Ministers of Music 

  Erma Sheats Secretary/Organist 

 

Worship and Activities 

  

                            Sunday                       Wednesday 
 Bible Study 9:45 AM  Dinner     5:30 PM  

 KinderChoir (during SS hour) 9:45 AM  Nursery     6:15 PM   

 Worship  11:00 AM  Preschool & K    6:15 PM   

 Worship Care (Nursery—birth-2 years) 11:00 AM  Under the Cross Youth   6:15 PM  

 Children‘s Worship (3 yrs-3
rd

 grade) 11:00 AM  Children‘s Choir (K-6
th

 Grade)  6:15 PM 

        Prayer & Praise Time   6:15 PM 

        Bible Study    6:30 PM 

        GA‘s (girls 1
st
-6

th
 Grade)   6:45 PM 

        RA‘s (boys 1
st
-6

th
 Grade)   6:45 PM 

        Adult Choir Rehearsal   7:30 PM  
      

  
       

     

         

          

         

     

We exalt God above all by evangelizing, equipping and embracing all nations. 
  

    

mailto:office@Immanuelsby.org
http://www.immanuelsby.org/

